
June 20, 2019 
 
To the Parish Communities in the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, 

Many of you have expressed interest in participating or continuing in the 

ministry work of Episcopal Migration Ministries.  While EMM is still advocating for the 

resettlement of refugees in the USA, the reality is that the numbers of arriving refugees 

remain very low right now. For those of us in Texas, there is growing concern about the 

humanitarian crisis concerning the asylum-seekers and migrants at the border, especially 

families and children. While these individuals haven’t received official “refugee” status, 

many carry the same stories of violence and persecution as refugees. As ever, our work as 

the body of Christ is to “aid all refugees.”  

As some congregations are seeking information or already reaching out to and 

partnering with other denominations or aid agencies, EMM would like to make you 

aware of a coordinated effort with congregations in the Diocese of Texas to help the 

Catholic Charities Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen.  They are seeing 400-600 

people a day who are in need of care.  

Knowing that it is not always possible to go to the border to volunteer, here are ways you or your 

congregation can respond this summer: 

1. Gather toiletry, baby items, and specific sized clothing needed for families that come through the 

McAllen Humanitarian Respite Center. These items are to be packed at your location. Please see 

attached documents for details. 

1. Bring the packed toiletry and baby bags, the boxes of clothes, and the boxes of individually packaged 
NIDO baby formula to Trinity Episcopal Church Midtown, 1015 Holman St, Houston, TX 77004 
on July 20, 2019 between 10 am and 4 pm. (The loading site will be at the Francis Street entrance, 
between Main and Fannin Streets) 

2. Volunteer at Trinity Episcopal Church Midtown to load donations on the truck on July 20th, any time 

between 10 am and 5 pm. To sign-up to volunteer: Border Donation Drive. 

3. You may also donate directly to the McAllen Respite Center Amazon Wish list  

or the Catholic Charities Website, specifically set up for the Respite Center 

https://www.catholiccharitiesrgv.org/Donations.aspx 

4. For updates, follow EMM-Diocese of Texas on Facebook. 

For those who choose to participate in this effort, and especially those who would like to continue 
learning, deepen their engagement, and take advocacy actions for all migrants in need of protections (asylum-
seekers, refugees, and other categories of immigrants), I invite you to explore the Partners in Welcome learning 
community and ministry network of Episcopal Migration Ministries and dream of ways you might be a 
Partners in Welcome member, as an individual or as a congregation.  

Please feel free to contact me regarding any questions you have on the Border Project in July or Refugee 
Resettlement at refugeeliaison@gmail.com. For questions about and to get more involved in EMM’s 
grassroots Partners in Welcome network, contact Allison Duvall, EMM Manager for Church Relations and 
Engagement, at aduvall@episcopalchurch.org.  
 
In Peace, 

Alyssa Stebbing 
Episcopal Migration Ministries liaison for The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 
refugeeliaison@gmail.com 
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June 20, 2019 
 

CLOTHING, TOILETRY AND BABY SUPPLIES 

NEEDED AT THECATHOLIC CHARITIES  

HUMANITARIAN RESPITE CENTER, MCALLEN, TEXAS 

(As of 6/24/2019) 

 

CLOTHING—To be placed in pre-labeled boxes by numerical size (for example, 3, 4, 5, 6 – 

not just small, medium) and gender 

YES: 
Sizes Small and Medium Only 
Women’s, Men’s, and Children 
Shirts 
Pants 
Underwear--NEW 
Leggings for Women 
Bras – new 
Socks –crew and below ankle styles 
(some migrants are wearing ankle 
monitors) 

Closed toe shoes 
Sneakers 
Backpacks 
Jackets/Sweaters 
Shoelaces – (ok to leave in package) 

NOT ACCEPTABLE: 
Large or XL 
Tank tops 
Spaghetti Straps 
Sleeveless shirts 
Toys 
Stuffed animals 
Dresses 
Flip-flops 
Sandals 
Open toed shoes 
Backless shoes or sneakers 

TOILETRIES – All travel size—PLEASE REMOVE FROM PACKAGING 

1. Toothpaste 

2. Toothbrush 

3. Comb 

4. Deodorant stick (not spray) 

One of each item is to be packed in a reusable grocery bag.  

BABY SUPPLIES--Must be the NIDO brand or we cannot accept. 

Please package the below in individual Quart-sized “Baggies” containing exactly: 

1 baby bottle (8 oz size) 
4  plastic spoons to mix NIDO* 
4 “snack-sized” Baggies, each containing 4 scoops (or 4 tablespoons) of NIDO  

*This is the Nestle NIDO®  powdered milk beverage that we need: 

NIDO® 1+ (ages 1-3) 

NIDO® 3+ (ages 3-5) 

NIDO® Fortificada (ages 4+) 

NIDO® Lacto-Ease (ages 1-3) 

Please note, we cannot accept anything other than what is on this list, packed exactly 
as requested. All toiletries must be removed from packaging (this is a great help!) We 
will only accept clothing under the “Yes” list. Clothing should be in the condition which 
you would cloth your own child. No soiled or torn clothing, please. 


