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h e  s T o r y  o F  T h e  F o u n d i n g of palmer Memorial episcopal 

Church is a story of love and loss, sorrow and faith, courage 

and devotion.

it is the story of a family dealing with the untimely death of 

their son and brother, 25-year-old edward Albert palmer, who so

bravely died while trying to rescue his drowning sister Daphne in

1908. it is the story of how this young woman, Daphne, and her 

family drew heavily upon their faith to deal with the loss of their

brother and son. the story continues when, in 1927, Daphne (Mrs.

edwin i. neville), made a $100,000 donation for a collegiate chapel 

at Rice university’s Autry House in his honor. in 1929, palmer Chapel

became a parish—palmer Memorial episcopal Church.

the story of palmer begins there in 1929, but certainly doesn’t

end there. Since 1929, palmer Memorial episcopal Church has been 

a community of great faith, with members who have their own 

stories of love, loss, courage and faith. By becoming a part of the

Daphne palmer neville Society you honor those who have come 

before, those who are here today and those who will be here 

tomorrow. palmer Memorial episcopal Church is a testament of 

what great things can happen in a community of people who truly

desire to know and share the love of Jesus Christ.

Q u e s T i o n s  a b o u T  l e g a c y  

g i v i n g  a T  p a l m e r ?

please contact the church office 

at 713.529.6196 and they will 

forward you to a 

Daphne palmer neville Society 

representative

6221 MAin StReet

HouSton, texAS 77030

713.529.6196
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Palmer Church—Circa 1929

“The Minister of the Congregation is directed to 
instruct the people, from time to time, abut the duty...
of all persons, to make wills, while they are in health, 

arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, 
not neglecting, if they are able, to leave 

bequests for religious and charitable uses.”
— b o o k  o F  c o m m o n  p r a y e r ,  p a g e 4 4 5

a  l e T T e r F r o m T h e

d a p h n e p a l m e r n e v i l l e

s o c i e T y b o a r d

Fellow Palmers, 

As a parish, we established
the Daphne Palmer Neville 
Society, an Endowment Fund, 
because we have a responsibility
to provide a solid financial 
foundation for our faithful parish
family, and its many ministries
for generations to come. The 
Society uses its income to 
support, encourage, and assist
the religious activities of Palmer
Memorial Episcopal Church.
The primary focus of the 
Endowment is the preservation
and upkeep of the Parish 
building.

The Society is an integral 
part of stewardship. As a parish,
we must ensure that those 
who follow us have the same 
opportunity to live and grow in
Christ’s love.

Through your legacy gift to 
the Daphne Palmer Neville 
Society, you can ensure that 
our ministries continue to live
into the joyous mission of 
transforming lives.

Sincerely,

T h e  s o c i e T y  b o a r d

T h e s o c i e T y ’ s

i m p o r T a n c e

the endowment
Fund is the collective
legacy from those
who have loved, 
believed in, and 
supported palmer
Church. it provides 
a structure for those
who accept this 
responsibility and
privilege in the years
to come.

the endowment
is important to our
community because:

• it assures regular 

financial returns 

in predictable

amounts and, 

preserved intact,

does so forever;

• When efficiently

managed—supple-

mented by living

gifts, bequests, and

trusts—its principle

can grow at a rate to

help keep pace with

parish ministry

needs.

m e T h o d s

o F g i v i n g :

• outright donation
of cash, securities,
real estate or other
property

• Bequest in a will
with the Society 
as outright, contin-
gent, or terminal
beneficiary (e.g.
after expiration 
of an annuity of 
unitrust interest 
in favor of one or
more individuals)

• Creation of a 
lifetime trust, 
reserving the right
to continue use for
the balance of a
giver’s lifetime

• Donation of a 
residence or farm
reserving the right
to continue use for
the balance of a
giver’s lifetime

• Donation of life 
insurance policies or
naming the Society
as contingent or 
terminal beneficiary

• transfer of assets 
of small family
foundations that 
are considering 
termination


