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Our mission is to know
and share the love of Jesus Christ





Welcome to Palmer, where our mission is to know and share the love of Jesus Christ.

We are a community of Christians worshiping in the Episcopal tradition, which has its roots in the 
practices of the ancient Church. We are a congregation that values not only eternal answers but also 
important questions. You are part of the great “We” that begins the Nicene Creed in this service, and we 
are grateful for your presence and your prayers. You are surrounded by the love of Jesus here this morning.

Receiving Holy Communion

If you are a baptized Christian of any tradition, you are invited to receive communion with us after the 
Breaking of the Bread. The bread will be placed in your outstretched hands. Those who require either grape 
juice or gluten-free bread and wine should let the minister of communion know. 

At all of our worship services, due to temporary COVID-19 protocols, when the chalice of wine is offered, 
it may be either declined or the consecrated bread may be carefully but only partially dipped into the wine.

Receiving a Blessing

If you are not a baptized Christian, or your Christian tradition does not allow you to receive communion 
with us, we encourage you to come forward at the time of communion to receive a blessing. Simply cross your 
arms over your chest as someone approaches with the bread, and that person will know to give you a blessing 
instead of communion. In this way, everyone can participate in this part of the service.

Seeking Baptism

If you have never been baptized and desire to be immersed in grace and forgiveness as a follower of Jesus, 
please speak with a member of the clergy or someone at the Welcome Table after this hour of worship. It 
would be a joy to baptize you as a Christian here at Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church.



Prelude	

The Word of God

During the season of Advent, after the announcements have been made, please stand when the piano begins 
to play for the procession. Once the choir and altar party are in place, the opening hymn will be sung.
Opening Hymn 57 “Lo! he comes, with clouds descending”	 Helmsley
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Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Seeing that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

Hebrews 4:14, 16

Confession of Sin
The Deacon says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The People kneel or stand.

Celebrant 	 Most merciful God,
People 	 we confess that we have sinned against you
	 in thought, word, and deed,
	 by what we have done,
	 and by what we have left undone.
	 We have not loved you with our whole heart;
	 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
	 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
	 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
	 have mercy on us and forgive us;
	 that we may delight in your will,
	 and walk in your ways,
	 to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
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Kyrie (Hymnal S-96)� arr. Proulx
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People 	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

First Reading	 Jeremiah 33:14-16
Reader	 A reading from the Book of Jeremiah.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; 
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Reader	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9	 Plainchant
 	 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; 
		  let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
 	 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
		  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
 	 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
		  and teach me your paths.
 	 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
		  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
 	 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
		  for they are from everlasting.
 	 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
		  remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
 	 Gracious and upright is the Lord; 
		  therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
 	 He guides the humble in doing right 
		  and teaches his way to the lowly.
 	 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness 
		  to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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Sequence Hymn 613 “Thy kingdom come, O God”	 St. Cecelia

Gospel Reading	 Luke 21:25-36

Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding 
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take 
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live 
on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 
all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Deacon	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon

The Rev’d Ryan Hawthorne, Curate

The Nicene Creed

Celebrant	 We believe in one God,
People 		  the Father, the Almighty,
		  maker of heaven and earth,
		  of all that is, seen and unseen.

	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
		  the only Son of God,
		  eternally begotten of the Father,
		  God from God, Light from Light,
		  true God from true God,
		  begotten, not made,
		  of one Being with the Father.
		  Through him all things were made.
		  For us and for our salvation
		  he came down from heaven:
		  by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
		  and was made man.
		  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
		  he suffered death and was buried.
		  On the third day he rose again
		  in accordance with the Scriptures;
		  he ascended into heaven
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
		  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		  and his kingdom will have no end.

	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
		  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
		  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
		  He has spoken through the Prophets.
		  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
		  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
		  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  
Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations in the ways of justice and peace; especially 
Donald, President of the United States, Greg, Governor of Texas, and Sylvester, Mayor of Houston; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  
Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory.  
Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant then says

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
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The Peace

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

The Holy Communion
The Celebrant says this or another sentence of Scripture to begin the Offertory.

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8

Those who have brought with them an offering are invited to place it in the offering 
plate by the altar. Others are invited to make their financial contributions online 
at palmerchurch.org/give or by texting the key word “Palmer” and the dollar 
amount (for example, Palmer 100) to 73256 or by using this QR code.

Offertory Anthem: The Lord will surely come	 Gerre Hancock

Kyrie eleison. [Lord, have mercy.]
The Lord will surely come and not delay and

He will bring to light the things hidden in darkness.
The Lord will surely come and will manifest Himself to all nations.

Therefore work out your own salvation with fear and trembling
that you may be blameless and innocent,

Children of God without blemish.

The Doxology (Hymn 380, verse 3)	 Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and 
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing..
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus (Hymnal S-125) � Proulx

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all 
in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant	 Our Father, 
People	 who art in heaven, 

	 hallowed be thy Name, 
	 thy kingdom come, 
	 thy will be done, 
		  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
	 as we forgive those 
		  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
	 and the power, and the glory, 
	 for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Agnus Dei (Hymnal S-161)� Hurd

The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

At this particular service, due to COVID-19 protocols, the ministers of communion will administer communion 
to the people where they are. When the chalice of wine is offered, it may be either declined or the consecrated 
bread may be carefully, but only partially dipped into the wine.

Anthem: A tree there grew	 Alfred Fedak
A tree there grew in Eden’s glade that bore its fruit in season.

“You must not eat of it!” God said, and gave the strongest reason.
How hard we find it to obey! How close are we to sinning!
Our appetites lead us astray, and did from life’s beginning.

So Man and Woman, weak of will, both yielded to temptation:
This paradox confounds us still- Their fall was out salvation.

If tempted, Lord, may we refuse all godless ways of living;
Defeated, never may we lose the fruits of your forgiving,

Kyrie eleison!
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Duet: We wait for thy loving kindness	 Sir George Elvey
Camille Emig and Elizabeth Tait, Sopranos

We wait for thy loving kindness,
O God, in the midst of thy temple.

Hymn 60 “Creator of the stars of night”	 Conditor alme siderum
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When Eucharistic Visitors take communion to the shut-in and infirm:

Celebrant	 In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People	 We, who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

After communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant 	 Almighty and everliving God,
People 	 we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
	 of the most precious Body and Blood
	 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
	 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
	 that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
	 and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
	 And now, Father, send us out
	 to do the work you have given us to do,
	 to love and serve you
	 as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
	 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
	 be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Priest blesses the people saying

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Deacon dismisses the people with these words

	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.
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Closing Hymn 73 “The King shall come when morning dawns”	 St. Stephen

Postlude 	
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Together, we pray
Please pray for these people:

Easton Allen
Georgia Barton
Ray and Sharri Boothe
Linda Bracey
Carmen Brassfield Conaway
Jack Browns
Katie Courtney
Tina & Ricky Cruz
Lauren and Chris Davis
Ed Emig
Halley Erickson
Laura Everhart
Julian Gascoyne
Deborah Grotfeldt
Christopher M. Hansen
James Hesterly
Melvyn Huckaby
Jane, Julian, Gwyn
Ted Hirtz
Colleen Holbert

Courtney, Peter, & Graham Holcomb
Elizabeth, Jeff, William, James, 

and Christian King
David Lapp
Marcos de Souza Lima
Bob London
Jo Lyday
Berta Maestef
Paul Martin
Michael McKinley
Hashim Musa
Yamy Lec Perez
Harry Powe
Marsha Powe
Jennifer Rabb
Rachel
Posey Raish
Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios
Clare Ritzi
Michael Rybarski

Rick Sheridan
Susan Shivers
Sandy, Julian, Nick, Snyder
Roxane & Michael Short
Tim T and family
Norman Targa
Mary Tobin
Donna Waldron
Mimi & Kim Lopez-Waymer
Susannah Webb
David Ashley White
Kelly Rush Williams
Brooke Wilson
Billy Wolfson
Ruth Yarbrough
Zach, Sam, Carrie

For the departed:
Mary Tobin

Names remain on the list for two Sundays unless the request is renewed by contacting one of the coordinators of 
our Pastoral Care Ministry: Ruth Davies at rmmdavies@cebridge.net for Palmers or Suzie Dennis at sdennis@
palmerchurch.org for non-Palmers.

Please pray for expectant households:

The Fender Family 
The Davis Family

Those expecting a child by birth or adoption are encouraged to contact Roger Hutchison at 
rwhutchison@palmerchurch.org.

Please pray for those in the armed forces:

Evan Adams
Nathan Adam
Michael Anderson
Gaston Baza
Travis Chambers
John Harrison
Connor Hurt

Jarrett Johnson
Christopher Kent
James King
Mike Martinez
Nate Miller
Andrew Nesom
Harrison Power

Jim Rosenbach
Adam Salvati
Matthew Van Arsdale
Ashley Waddle
Alex Walker
Taylor Wilby
Caleb Woodburn


